Modern management of genital warts in women.
Genital warts are common and are a sexually transmitted disease affecting all socioeconomic groups and life-styles. They are caused by the human papillomavirus (HPV) and are highly contagious. Genital warts are often symptomless, but occasionally cause itching, bleeding after intercourse burning and pain. Referral to a Genitourinary Medicine Clinic is recommended, where specialist treatment and counselling are available. Special care is needed with children or if the patient is pregnant. At the clinic, patients may be shown how to treat themselves at home with podophyllotoxin.